Wholistic Ministry
I attended a 3-day conference in Phoenix, International Wholistic Mission Conference, where 700 people came to talk about what was happening in wholistic ministry. Fantastic ministry. You should plan to attend the next one, April 29th - May 1, 2015.

Let’s talk about wholistic and what it means to us in the Global CHE Network and in Neighborhood Transformation. 

It is all about bringing the whole gospel to help people become whole, who then work together to create a whole neighborhood, which then brings about a city and then a nation transformed in all areas of life.

It is both the Great Commission and the Great Command together; it is not one or the other. Or doing one in order to do the other.

We spell wholistic with a ‘W’ because it keeps the idea in front of us that we need to deal with the whole person, all aspects of their life, and the whole community or neighborhood, meaning all sectors in that place.

Some people and the Webster Dictionary spell it without the W and give it a spiritual meaning from holy. We agree with that BUT feel it is more important to concentrate on the whole, not just on the spiritual or holy aspect.
When we talk wholistically about a person’s life, we are dealing with all aspects: physical or health well-being, spiritual well-being, emotional well-being, and social well-being. When we do this, we are dealing with more than the different sectors such as education, job, medical, etc. 

In working in a community or neighborhood, we are looking into those areas as well, but the different sectors found in a community come more into play. Therefore, when we talk about community, sometimes we will use the term sectors, and when dealing with the individual, we talk more in terms of; physical, spiritual, emotional and social aspects.

Just concentrating on one area of life, such as just working with a person’s health or getting them a job, helps them in one way, but there needs to be assistance in multiple areas of life for real transformation to take place.

Let’s look at another aspect of being wholistic. Sometimes agencies talk about being wholistic when they have different people dealing with the different sectors or areas in a person’s or community’s life. But to us, that isn’t wholistic. That is parallel track ministry, but all elements rarely come to play in a person or community. Instead, what needs to happen is that multiple elements must come into play in order to see transformation. The people working in their own track are specialists and generally only concentrate on their specialty.
I use the illustration: Have you ever looked down a straight line of railroad tracks? The tracks start out being in parallel but far down the line they seem to converge. However, as you walk down the tracks you see that they never do. This is what happens when we have specialists working on their track. They hope that all the people working together will bring convergence. But this does not happen.
For us to see wholistic transformation, one person who is looking for wholistic transformation to take place must do all areas and sectors of life in individuals and a community. This means we want to help people (in CHE or NT) to be generalists not specialists. This also means you also have to use the KISS, Keep It Short and Simple, principle when helping people. In other words, we must decide what is the most important thing another person needs to understand, and forget sharing many of the “what-ifs”—the things people might need to know in the future or things that might be nice to know but others would never use.
So remember, it’s best when we have generalists who deal with multiple areas in a community or person’s life, and who keep it simple. In another post I will share with you how this is accomplished through our participatory teaching approach.
