Creating a Map

	The Importance of Mapping our Neighborhood:

	1. 
	As we create a map, we learn about our neighborhood.

	2. 
	A map shows the boundaries of our neighborhood.

	3. 
	It shows us key elements found in the neighborhood. 

	4. 
	A map can show us buildings and resources, such as the city hall where the government meets, or the firehouse.

	5. 
	As we are drawing a map it raises questions in our mind about the neighborhood and should cause us to look for answers.

	6. 
	It shows the assets of buildings and institutions, and land space that can be used in changing the neighborhood.

	7. 
	It shows us some of the issues found there; such as facilities that are missing, or the number of taverns or similar things.


	What does a map show?

	1. 
	Where the roads and bridges are.

	2. 
	What are the boundaries of the neighborhood?

	3. 
	Where people live.

	4. 
	Physical features-- buildings, such as the school, a church, markets, hospital or clinic.

	5. 
	Natural resources—rivers, lakes, mountains, forests

	6. 
	Government buildings-- post office, library, police station and neighborhood groups.

	7. 
	Relationships between things


	Points to Include on Map

	1. 
	Imagine you are looking down on your neighborhood from an airplane. Mark the streets that are the outer boundaries of your neighborhood.

	2. 
	Mark the shopping places in the neighborhood.

	3. 
	Mark all schools.

	4. 
	Mark parks.

	5. 
	Mark key landmarks.

	6. 
	Mark all important religious sites in the community.

	7. 
	Mark key businesses.

	8. 
	Mark places where people gather.

	9. 
	Mark all heath care facilities where people go when they are sick.

	10. 
	Mark all the places where people get food.

	11. 
	Mark the homes of where important leaders in your neighborhood live.

	12. 
	Mark all main roads and trails. Indicate important modes of transportation.

	13. 
	Mark your favorite place to go in the neighborhood.

	14. 
	Mark your least favorite place to go in the neighborhood.

	15. 
	Mark any key geographical boundaries such as rivers, train tracks etc.


Sample Map
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