Transformational Truths
Truths ( Values ( Behaviors

Draft Document 

Darrow Miller and Scott Allen sent several of us the beginnings of this table on March 23, 2007.  From a ministry service practitioner perspective, it provides a helpful way to present transformational truths as it illustrates the connection to specific Biblical truths that many staff are familiar with and also begins to link the truths to lies, values and behaviors.   

Please realize this is a draft only.  It does not reflect Darrow and Scott’s final thinking.  In fact, the content for items 6-13 were added by someone else based on Darrow and Scott’s previous writings.  Your input and comments are welcome.
Dwight Vogt, Ministry Services 

	Summary Truth or Principle
	Unpacked  - Biblical Truths 
	Contrasts With…
	Leads to These Values
	Leads to These Behaviors

	1. The universe is ultimately personal.

The universe, all created beings, every person is connected to the God of the universe and his purposes.  Thus, we are not just beings but living souls.    

Our individual identity is found in relationship to God (primarily) and in relationship with others and creation (secondarily)
	· God exists.  God is triune - Father, Son, Holy Spirit in loving, purposeful community.

· God is infinite and personal. He has personality.

· God created the universe.  All things were made by him and by him all things exist.  God sustains all things and gives life to all.

· The universe / creation reveals the nature and attributes of God.

· God loves the whole created world (kosmos) and died to reconcile all things to himself.
· Therefore:
The universe is ultimately personal.  


	· The universe is impersonal.   


· There is no God or there are many impersonal Gods. 
	· Values relationships

· Values community

· Values unique individuality of each person, unique gifts, personality, skills.
	· Seeks to know and connect to God of the universe.

· Seeks to know God’s purposes and plans.

· Seeks to maximize the potential of others.

· Leads to healthy families and communities where gifts are maximized and uniquenesses embraced.

	2. The universe is intelligible
	· God is rational and created a rational and orderly universe. Though incredibly complex, it functions with precision.  

· This order can be grasped by human reason

· “The most incomprehensible thing about the universe is that it is comprehensible” (Einstein)
	· The universe is chaotic, random, illogical.  It was formed by random chance.
	· Delights in creation

· Values reason and analytical thought

· Values discovery, exploration, inquisitives

· Values order and orderly processes

· Values truth and that truth can be known

· Values education

· Values God as the master scientist, agronomist, engineer, mathematician, astronomer, etc.


	· Thanks God for the mind and universe.

· Stewards and develops  the mind as an incredibly valuable gift and resource from God.

· Sends children to school and supports them in their study.

· Studies every aspect of creation to discovers the secrets of the universe.

· Innovates.  Creates solutions. Solves problems.  Finds cures for diseases.  Develops new technologies for the  good of community

· Creates order. Thinks with the end in mind

	3. The universe is moral
	· God is good, righteous, just, perfect, and holy. 

·  He declares creation to be good 

· God is the source of justice.  

· Jesus fulfilled God’s ultimate demand for justice through his death on a cross – thereby providing grace.
	· There is no ultimate “right” or “wrong”, “good” or “evil.” These are human inventions and don’t exist in an ultimate sense. 

· The universe is amoral.

· There is no grace because there is no need for it.
	· Values grace – knowing that the universe is moral.

· Values goodness and justice

· Values virtue over vice

· Values moral critique (as opposed to cultural relativism)

· Values honesty and integrity
	· Gives and receives grace.

· Seeks goodness and justice

· Opposes injustice and evil.

· Stands for the truth, the right, the good

· Lives with honesty and integrity

· Trustworthy

	4. The universe is beautiful
	· God created goodness and beauty and pleasure.  

· God is the source of beauty.  
· God is the source of all that is good. (Every good gift comes from God.)  
· God is the source of pleasure. ( The reason we enjoy chocolate is God created our taste buds, coco beans, and the ability to make chocolate.)

· God defines what is good and beautiful. His creation is beautiful. 
	· Beauty is a human invention. Beauty is relative; it is in the eye of the beholder.

· Pleasure and the good that we enjoy or experience is not sourced in God – it just exists.  Therefore, we can define it and experience it as we wish. 


	· Values all forms of beauty.

· Values beauty over ugliness, drabness, utility

· Values perfection and purity (in all its forms).

· Values God as the source, creator, and standard of all that is beautiful, good, perfect, lovely.  (God is the master painter, musician, architect, song-writer, poet, novelist, tailor, landscaper, etc. 

· Abhors that which undermines or makes harmful what God created for our good.  
	· Stimulates human creativity and the creation of beauty

· Delights in music, art, architecture, artistic expression. 

· Brings beauty into drabness, despair, ugliness.  Picks up trash.  Plants flowers.  Paints the wall.  Designs a beautiful building.  Shines shoes.  Creates a beautiful landscape.  Designs a beautiful dress or shirt.  Cuts and combs hair.  

· Develops musical and artistic abilities.  

· Stands for beauty. 

· Thanks God for chocolate and all pleasurable things.

· Seeks and applies God’s standard for creating and enjoying beauty and pleasure.  

· Disciplines self to not abuse or make harmful that which God meant for ours and others good.

· Worships God as the source of all beauty, goodness and pleasure.

	5. Human life is sacred
	· God created men and women in His image, with a spirit, creativity, dignity, etc.

· Each person bears the divine imprint of God.

· Each person reflects part of the infinite diversity of God.

· People are free moral agents 
· Each person bears the divine imprint of God.
	· Human life evolved from pure chance. 

· Human life is ultimately of no more value than animal or plant life. 

· Human beings are merely biological machines to be used, exploited.
· Humans are not free moral agents but are programmed by their environment and genetics.
· The value of a child or person is determined by other people and society.

· The value of a person is based on their skin color, gender, skills, education, wealth, or appearance. 

· Men are more valuable than and are superior to women.
· Some ethnic groups are born superior to others.

· Only a select few children are gifted, talented, or special. The majority are ordinary and common with no special value. 

· A child is a blank slate and an empty vessel.  He or she does not have unique gifts, potential, and creativity from God to be developed.
	· Values every human life no matter how broken, regardless of age, gender, race, religion, education, wealth, appearance, handicaps, etc.

· Sees every human life as uniquely valuable, full of wonder, beauty, potential, and purpose.

· Values health (social, physical, spiritual, psychological)

· Values individuals because of who they are and whose they are, not what they do, what caste or ethnic group they are part of, or what they own, possess, or have achieved.
	· Protects and nurtures human life at all stages. 

· Invests in health, education, the development of all people.

· Treats women with dignity and respect.

· Recognizes the dignity of children, values each one, invests in children.  Sends them to school, encourages their teachers, invests in their education, etc.

· Recognizes the equal dignity and value of those with disabilities and invests in them.

· Feeds the hungry, clothes the naked, cares for the ill, etc.

· Treats all persons with dignity and respect.

· Provides equal opportunity.    

· Does not discriminate. Opposes discrimination and racism. 


	6. Humankind is in rebellion against God

God provided the solution to this rebellion in his Son Jesus Christ.   




	· Starting with the first man and woman, all people have rejected God and his perfect plan for life.  

· As a result our relationship with God is broken, and we are separated from God for eternity.  

· Because our primary relationship with God is broken, all “secondary” relationships are also broken.  

· This comprehensive brokenness is the source of all that is wrong, bad, and evil in the world- including poverty, hunger, wars, injustice, corruption, sickness, death, etc.   

· God provided the solution to this broken sinful world in his son Jesus Christ. 

· Christ death on the cross reconciles all things 
	· Human beings are basically good.   

· There is no such thing as evil.

· The problem of mankind is not in the heart but in the external environment which determines what people become.   

· The solution to our brokenness is completely external (changing society, better government, better education,  more opportunity).  There is no internal component – between the individual and God – that needs addressing.
	· Recognizes the existence of evil.

· Values the spiritual dimension of life – that there is a conflict between good and evil in the universe and within every person.

· Values and recognizes the work of Jesus Christ in providing redemption that touches all things.

· Values grace.

· Values hope. 
	· Believes in and follows Jesus Christ 

· Walks humbly with God – recognizing God reached out to each one of us. 

· Understands grace and lives a life of grace.

· Extends grace to others.

· Lives a life of hope and optimism.  Takes risk.  

· Lives a life of love.

· Lives a life of prayer – recognizing the hand of God in all of life. 

· Calls others to personal belief in Jesus Christ and following him in all aspects of thinking  and life.

	7. History is directional, God works in history to fulfill His purposes
	· God is purposeful.  He has a purpose and a plan that he is carrying out in history.  His purpose begins in a garden and ends in a city. 


	· History just happens.  It is meaningless and purposeless.  It is not going anywhere.  People are born, they live, they die – that’s it.


	· Values knowing God’s plan for history – from Genesis to Revelation.


	· Lives life with a sense of God’s purpose

	8. Every person is unique and has a place in God’s story (HIStory)
	· God made each person unique / special.  No two persons are alike – physically, temperamentally, or in their giftings.  

· Each person’s uniqueness reflects the infinite diversity of God since he created us.

· God knows every person intimately, their thoughts, their words, their actions, the hairs on their head.

· He created every person with a unique role to play in his overall plan and purpose. Each of us has a place and purpose in God’s plan.   

· You cannot be me.  I cannot be you.

· God’s purposes for our lives include:  

- dominion/stewardship – for the purpose of blessing others and reflecting God’s glory.

-  loving God with every part of our lives – recognizing that every part of life is sacred. 

- loving our neighbor as yourself (sums up the entire law and prophets)

- etc.  


	· History is something that happens to you.  Individuals are powerless to affect history.

· The average individual has no special purpose in the scheme of things.

· God’s work in history is all about saving souls.  It does not concern our lives or earth.
	· Values the uniqueness, giftedness, and role of each person in life. 

· Values understanding God’s good plan or design for every aspect of life – i.e. Kingdom of God.


	· The individual recognizes and values their own life and uniqueness.  
Seeks to fully know and live out God’s purpose for their life – knowing all of life is sacred.

· The individual recognizes and values the uniqueness of others and works to help them fully know and live out God’s purpose for their life – knowing all of life is sacred.

· The school teacher uses all their gifts and ability to teach as God intends.  The father uses all his gifts and ability to love and care for his family as God intends, etc. 

	9. Each nation is unique—God has a plan for the nations.

The uniqueness of each nation is to be valued.
	· The nations will bring their glory to the King. (Rev. 21:24)

· God’s plan is to bless all nations (Gen 12:3)
	· God only has a plan for individual lives.  He does not care about nations.  

· Nations and cultures are different but not necessarily uniquely valuable as an expression of God’s creation.
	· Values cultural diversity.

· Values their own nation as unique and special.


	· Leads to hope – realizing that God is working out his plan. 

· Looks for the hand of God in the history of their own nation and people.  

· Works to develop and improve their own nation – for the glory of God.   



	10. Work is sacred
	· God worked – created the universe.

· God works – sustains all life.  By him all things hold together.  Works in history.

· God planted a garden – he was the first farmer.

· Jesus worked – He was a carpenter.  He cooked breakfast for his disciples, etc. . 

· Adam and Eve worked before they disobeyed God

· Therefore, work was part of God’s perfect plan in creation as a sacred or good thing.

· All work is sacred, all work has dignity when done before the face of God.

· God designed work to be a blessing to oneself and others.
	· Work is a curse.

· Physical labor is especially a curse.

· The best possible life is one without any work to do.

· Work is the result of Adam and Eve sinning.

· God does not have any special purpose for our work.  There is nothing sacred about it.  We work to survive. 
	· Values work and working hard.

· Values every type of  work that beneficially  serves others – no matter how menial.  

· Values the unique gifts and abilities God gives each person that help them work.  
	· Gives dignity and honor to all types of work and workers that benefits others – no matter how menial the task.

· Does not distinguish between high and low work.

·  Develops skills, knowledge, abilities that enable a person to serve others through their work.

· Discovers and connects peoples gifts to their work.  Helps the child who loves to draw become an architect.  Helps the child who loves math become an engineer or accountant, etc.

· Works hard.   

	11. Creation is an open system.  
	· God implanted within his creation the potential for growth and abundance.   For example, he created the single seed that can produce a tree that bears thousands of seeds.  

· The universe is embedded with unlocked potential to be discovered and tapped by humanity for the good of all and in so doing, to reveal God’s glory. 

· Men and women being created in the image of the creator God, possess the unique ability to shape creation and culture – to unlock creations secrets and to use creation in innovative ways.  Out of raw materials they make new creations.  They create literature from common words, music from common sounds, computer chips from sand, etc. 
	· Creation is closed.  There is no creator.  There is no spiritual realm.  Nature is not open to intervention by God, angels, demons, or humans.

· Mean and women are trapped in a vast cosmic machine. 

· The ability of humans to create music, literature, art  – just happened.  It does not reflect a creator God.
	· Values discovery, analysis, problem- solving, innovation, investigation, science, art, physics, exploration, music, risk-taking, creativity, biology, medicine, philosophy, psychology, etc.

· Values hope and potential.

· Values all of creation.

· Values the infinite nature of God who created the potential that we have yet to discover in the earth.
	· Values creation but recognizes and withholds worship for  the source of creation alone.  

· Lives a life of hope.

· Like George Washington Carver, asks God for wisdom in unlocking the secrets of creation for the good of others.

· Takes risks.

· Explores

· Encourages children to go to school and learn all they can.

· Seeks to learn something new about creation and life every day.

· Seeks to wisely steward creation as opposed to fearing or being ruled by it.

	12. People are to exercise dominion and stewardship over creation

13. Bounty can be created and stewarded
	· God commanded Adam and Eve to rule over the earth.  To harness nature for the benefit of humanity.  To fight against disease, drought, famine.  

· God called Adam and Eve to care for (protect) the garden and work it – make it produce. 

· God calls us to steward what he entrusts to us - for the benefit of others and his glory.


	· People are ruled by nature.   The rats that eat the grain have dominion over people.

· Nature and God are the same.  God is one with creation.

· Humanity can abuse and destroy creation.  There is no divine mandate to conserve it or make it productive.
	· Values preventing and solving environmental problems that destroy natural resources.

· Values science and discovery that fights against disease and sickness. 

· Values mitigating against natural disasters.

· Values making the land more productive and increasing crop yields. 

· Recognizes and values all of the resources God provides – internal and external.  Seen and unseen.
	· Designs and builds earthquake resistant buildings.

· Builds canals that provide water to dry land.

· Builds roads that connect people to markets.

· Teaches health practices that combats disease.

· Sends children to school so they can learn how to better utilize and steward the resources they have.

· Recognizes all types of resources and seeks to steward and develop these. 

· Looks to steward the resources they have –not those they don’[t have.  Etc.


